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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

The Capeland is an area that is essentially completely different from the rest of South Africa 

(SA).  This area was an independent state until the forced unionisation of 1910 and should 

actually never have become part of SA.  It is the only area in Southern Africa with completely 

different demographics and culture than the rest of South Africa; where minorities (brown and 

white) form the ostentatious majority; where an overwhelming majority of the population speak 

Afrikaans as a mother tongue and where law and order were upheld until recently.  

Capeland's citizens are increasingly benefiting less from the policies and management of the 

central South African government.  They are actively being discriminated against, more and 

more.  An independent Cape Country will provide excellent economic opportunities and 

efficient services to the Cape population and the area surrounding, as they can then exercise 

their democratic power and agree upon leaders and policies that recognise and promote their 

unique needs.  Capeland will also be free from the anti-capitalist government policies currently 

holding back the economy, including policy aspects such as land expropriation without 

compensation, deployment of incompetent party members in core positions, and the prejudice 

of certain racial groups at the expense of minorities (so-called radical economic 

transformation). 

One of the important benefits would be that Capeland's tax revenues will immediately be 

doubled, as only 45% of taxes collected in the area are currently returned to Capeland 

governments. There will therefore be significantly more money available in the new 

independent country to spend on education, healthcare and other essential services, without 

raising taxes on Capeland’s citizens. Independence will also ensure that the unique 

characteristics of the Capeland are protected.  

The establishment of an independent Cape Country is practically feasible.  The current South 

African constitution, as well as international law, clearly provides that people with a common 

language, culture or faith have the right to govern themselves.  The inhabitants of the Cape and 

immediate surrounds must only claim this internationally recognised right to independence. 

An independent Cape Country is not only beneficial, feasible and fair, it is also the only 

practical long-term solution for the Minorities of the Cape and immediate surrounds.  There are 

several hazard lights flashing red for these minorities within the current South Africa, including 

undermining the core principles of capitalism, (e.g. land ownership and the independence of 

state institutions), the lack of action to protect and safeguard residents, the return to a racially 

based economic policy, and contempt of minorities' right to practice and promote their own 

language and culture. Even more worrying is that some of South Africa's minorities are 

increasingly being blamed for the widespread falsifications of government, despite these 

minorities having no political, economic or military power for more than 23 years. 

Given this fundamental wrong direction that the SA government has chosen to pursue, an 

independent Cape Country is also probably the only solution that will be able to prevent a 

humanitarian crisis or evenmore bloodshed in the future.  

 

  



 

1.2 The Independence of a State 

With the independence of a country or state, it is intended that such a country or state is not 

(anymore) governed or managed by another state, and can rule completely on domestic and 

foreign policy (i.e. the state is sovereign).  The creation, rights and duties of a sovereign state 

are determined by international law, which consists mainly of conventions and agreements 

between groups of states. An independent state must be recognized by at least one other state, 

and can decide to become a member of the United Nations (UN). 

When a state acts in opposition to international law, for example, by committing or allowing 

genocide, other states may step in to allow justice to take place.  Such actions usually consist 

of diplomatic pressure first, then from sanctions and lastly through military action if other 

efforts have failed. The international community can also send peacekeepers during 

governmental transitions, such as the deployment of the UN's UNTAG task force during the 

1989 elections in Namibia.   

Several states have declared independence in the past 100 years, including the current South 

Africa in 1961. Independence can be gained either by an agreement with the previous rulers, or 

by a unilateral declaration of independence. An independence declaration indicates an official 

document or disclosure that a specific state appropriates the right, or that this right be granted 

to it to govern itself. 

1.3  The Possibility of Independence of Capeland 

The current RSA is a confluence of different areas by the colonial British rulers after the Anglo-

Boer Wars, and there are no fundamental legal or practical reasons why the Capeland cannot 

claim independence again. 

The SA constitution pertinently provides for self-determination of any area within the borders 

of the country, however, the residents claim it. If such an area votes democratically for self-

determination, the South African constitution requires the central government establish the 

necessary laws to make it take place. Should an agreement not be reached, the Capeland can 

unilaterally declare its independence. In this case, the Montevideo convention determines the 

prerequisites and procedures to be followed. 

1.4 How will an Independent Cape Country be Realised? 

With the vision being that Capeland's independence must take place peacefully and according 

to internationally acceptable democratic principles, Capeland residents will first have to vote 

with a majority for independence. Typically a referendum is used for this vote, but it is unlikely 

that the current South African government will allow a referendum in the Capelands. For this 

reason, membership of United Cape States is going to serve as the referendum. Once the 

majority of Capetonians (50% or more of residents according to the most recent census) join 

United Cape States, the referendum is complete and independence can be declared. Evidence 

of this membership will be made available to international observers for verification. 

It is important to realise that it is not necessary for the whole of the Cape to choose 

independence. Only those areas where the majority of residents claim independence will be 

declared independent. The boundaries of the new state will therefore in effect be determined by 

the membership percentages. Given the importance of membership, United Cape States plans 

to widely market the benefits and feasibility within the entire Cape Country area. 



 

The international community will be requested to send peacekeepers to ensure that the 

transitional process is done peacefully and that no interference occurs from outside the area. To 

ensure complete impartiality, no peacekeepers from Africa or BRICS countries will be allowed, 

but only those from the rest of the world.   

During the transition process, the current Cape Provincial and local governments will remain 

in place and all current legislation, including the RSA Constitution, will remain applicable to 

the interim.  The current provincial governments will be responsible for holding new democratic 

elections as soon as possible. A new independent electoral commission will be established to 

administer the elections, and international observers are going to monitor the elections.  Any 

current politician who opposes these steps will not only violate international law, chances are 

that voters will not grant such a person any place in the new Cape Country government. 

During the first election after independence, Capelanders will elect their own parliament.  This 

Parliament will take over the functions of both the current national government as well as the 

current provincial governments, and will therefore have complete decision-making powers in 

all areas. A constitutional commission will propose changes to the current South African 

Constitution so that it is appropriate for the new Cape States. These changes must be approved 

by the newly elected parliament with a two-thirds majority. 

After this procedure, the new government and parliament will change legislation in the 

Capelands according to their election promises.  The new state was then created, and the normal 

constitutional democratic processes will be followed further. The United Cape States already 

has shadow committees in place for every department in government, thereby ensuring that the 

transition will run smoothly and that residents will be fully informed. 

1.5 Sources of Information 

All information contained in this document is freely available to the public on the Internet. 

Readers are encouraged to review the facts mentioned herein and also investigate any aspects 

of interest. 

 

 
 

  



 

2 Characteristics of the Capelands 

2.1 Ethnicity and First Nations 

The Cape is essentially different from the rest of South Africa.  The most evident difference is 

that the ethnic composition of the Cape's inhabitants are drastically different from that of the 

rest of South Africa.  The term Capeland is used here to refer to the Afrikaans speaking area 

consisting of the current province of the Western Cape, most of the Northern Cape and the 

western part of the Eastern Cape (as can be clearly seen in the maps below). 

 

 
 

██ Black/African Residents            ██ Brown (Coloured) Residents               ██ Asian Residents 

 

██ White Residents          ██ No Prominent Group 

 
Figure 1: Dominant population groups in South Africa (Wikipedia) 

Capeland's dominant population group is overwhelmingly brown, with some regions where 

white residents are in the majority.  There are virtually no areas where black residents form the 

majority. This is in strong contrast to the rest of South Africa, where almost the entire territory 

is dominated by the black population. The following map illustrates this point by indicating the 

percentage of black population. 

 

https://af.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Swart_Suid-Afrikaners&action=edit&redlink=1
https://af.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kleurlinge


 

 
Figure 2: Percentage of black population in South Africa (Wikipedia) 

The reason for this strong difference in demographics is historical in nature. The black nations, 

which moved southwards from the north, were not the first inhabitants to reach CapeLand. By 

the time the Cape was colonised (from 1652), and even at the time of the Great Trek (in the 

1830s), there were no black tribes in Cape Town. 

During the Great Trek the Voortrekkers first met the Xhosa at the Great Fish River, and other 

black tribes (for example the Sotho) were encountered even further north and east. 

 
Figure 3: Routes of the Great Trek (Wikipedia) 

The boundaries of the original Cape Colony, which later became the Cape Province (until 

1994), closely follow this line from where the black tribes were first encountered, as the Cape 

Colony continued to expand until resistance of the black tribes was experienced. These 

encounters led to several border wars. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Figure 4: Cape Colony's Boundaries in 1806 (Wikipedia) 

The above map not only indicates the Cape Colony's boundaries in 1806 but also clearly shows 

which population groups lived away from the borders of the colony at the time. To the north it 

was the "Bosjesmans" (the Khoi, San and Nama groups) and to the east the "Koussis" (Xhosas). 

The First Nations in Cape Town are therefore the Khoi, Nama and San groups and from 1652 

the European and much smaller Malay group.  Today's Cape Coloured population is the direct 

descendants of these First Nations, which have also intermarried early with the European 

population. These long-term inhabitants of Cape Town have been living at peace in this area 

for more than 360 years.   

2.2 Language 

The mother tongue of the Capelands population is predominantly Afrikaans with English as a 

second mother tongue. In most regions, 75% or more of the inhabitants speak Afrikaans as a 

mother tongue. The partial exception is the Cape Peninsula, where the figure is about 50% due 

to the concentration of English speaking people. This is in contrast to the rest of South Africa, 

where the percentage of Afrikaans speakers amounts to only about 5 to 10%. 

 
Figure 5: Distribution of Afrikaans as mother tongue in South Africa (Wikipedia) 



 

It is clear that the language distribution is almost exactly similar to the ethnic distribution of the 

coloured population, which in turn indicates that the larger Capeland territory is essentially 

different from the rest of South Africa. The development and use of Afrikaans in Capeland 

dates back hundreds of years, to the Dutch colonial period (from 1652). 

2.3 Religion 

The Capeland's population is predominantly adherents of the Christian faith.  The following 

map indicates the percentage of people who indicated their faith as being a pure protestant 

Christian faith, without mixing with African faiths. 

 
Figure 6: Percentage of protestant Christian believers in SA (Stats SA) 

The Malay population in the Cape is predominantly Muslim, and the Cape serves as a model of 

where Muslim and Christian religions live together in peace. 

2.4 Political 

In more recent times Capeland residents have also started to differ strongly politically from the 

rest of South Africa.  The results of the 2014 general election are shown below. 

 



 

 
Figure 7: Political orientation, general election 2014 (IEC: www.elections.org.za) 

The following map also shows the results of the 2016 local government election: 

 
Figure 8: Political orientation, local election 2016 (www.news24.com) 

In the 2014 elections, the Western Cape overwhelmingly (60%) voted for the DA, and in 2016 the 

DA's support grew even further to 63.5%.  It is unlikely that the ANC will win a victory again in the 

Western Cape.  The EFF achieved only 2,8%. 

http://www.news24.com/


 

Parts of the Northern Cape and the western parts of the Eastern Cape also voted strongly for the 

DA. This political orientation is once again well matched by the ethnic and language spreads. 

In contrast, the rest of South Africa voted overwhelmingly for the ANC, with the exception of 

Gauteng (DA and EFF) and parts of KwaZulu-Natal (IVP).  

2.5 History of the Current Boundaries of South Africa 

In the colonial period, areas all over the world were randomly divided up and joined together 

by colonial powers, without taking into account the demographics of such areas. 

The British Empire conquered all of SA territory with the Second Anglo-Boer War from 1899–

1902, declaring the four different states as British colonies (the Cape Colony, Natal, the Orange 

River Colony and the Transvaal). After this, in 1910 the British Empire joined together the four 

colonies into a new stately unit: the Union of South Africa, a dominium of the British empire.  

 

 
Figure 9: The Union of South Africa and surrounding colonies (Wikipedia) 

Unlike in Australia and Canada, where due to existing geographical boundaries, federal 

governments were introduced, a unitary state was created in South Africa. The geographical 

and demographic boundaries were ignored, and the colonies and republics' governments were 

dissolved. With the decline of the British empire in the early 20th century, South Africa 

acquired an increasingly greater degree of self-governance and it eventually became an 

independent republic in 1961 after a referendum decision to unilaterally retire from the 

Commonwealth. 

Unionisation, however, was not the first attempt at the merger of the various colonies in 

Southern Africa. Already in 1850 Sir George Grey proposed the "South African Federation" 

that would be supported by the Orange Free State and possibly Transvaal. However, the 

proposal was dismissed by the British Colonial Office. 

The current boundaries and territory of SA are therefore purely colonial in nature and are 

nothing more than lines on a map drawn by a colonial empire that long ago had disappeared.  



 

Anyone who reasons that the current borders should be retained only needs to look at the 

present-day problems in countries like Iraq and Syria, to realise the result of borders that do not 

reflect an area's inherent demographics. 

Independence of the Capeland will give Capelanders their just right to self-determination and 

self-governance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 10: “Kaapse Klopse” The Original Cape Coloured Minstrel Festival – on 2nd January each year 

(www.southafrica.net)  



 

3 Benefits of Independence 

In the current South African dispensation, Capeland's inhabitants represent only a small 

percentage of the country's total population, who therefore have no hope of exercising a 

substantial influence on South Africa's political and economic future.  Most Capetonians are 

also members of minority groups, which are ignored and exploited by the central government. 

In an independent Cape Country, however, these minority groups will become the vast majority 

in the new country.  Capetonians will therefore be able to decide on their own future for the 

first time in more than 100 years, and this will have the following benefits: 

• Access to larger tax revenues.  Capeland governments will control all the taxes collected 

in the region, where currently only about 40% of the central government is received 

back. Poverty, poor education and health standards and unemployment will be 

eliminated within one generation.  

• Accountability to Cape Citizens Capelanders will be directly and exclusively 

accountable to the Cape residents, and the mandate of the government to put the interests 

of citizens first. 

• Competent and corruption-free government. The final government authority will be 

vested with the citizens of the Cape, ie incompetence and corruption will not have to be 

tolerated further. If this does occur, the correct functioning of the democratic process 

will ensure that government is removed. 

• Sound economic policies and legislation. Healthy Western economic policies can be 

followed, thereby reducing the risk to international investors and allowing the Capeland 

to take its rightful place in the World Economy.  A first-world state at the Southern Tip 

of Africa is virtually guaranteed to become an extremely popular choice for international 

investors. 

• Control over essential services, infrastructure and resources.  Water Supply, electricity 

supply, fuel production, healthcare, international transport, customs and all other 

functions will be controlled by the Capeland itself.  Water, agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries will be managed locally to ensure the long-term sustainability of these 

resources. 

• Safety and Security. Organised crime such as drug trafficking, children abuse and 

human trafficking, weapon smuggling, robbery syndicates and farm murders can be 

virtually wiped out by access control on borders, better policing and checkpoints.  Illegal 

immigration will also be stopped as all movements can be monitored in and out of an 

independent Capeland country. 

• Education and training. Due to the much larger tax revenue, better academic 

opportunities will be available to all residents. 

• Party-dominance. Political parties in the independent Cape Country will have no more 

association with the current parties so that the toxic party politics of the current RSA 

will no longer have an influence on the independent Capeland. 

• Association of families and bringing back skills. Trained, experienced South Africans 

who currently have to seek out a livelihood in other countries will be able to return and 

be united with their families and contribute positively to the economy. 

 

 

  



 

4 Legal basis for self-determination 

4.1 South African Law 

In section 235 of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (1996), it is clearly stated 

that self-determination is a right. 

The right of the South African population as a whole to self-determination, as embodied 

in this Constitution, does not precede, within the framework of this right, the recognition 

of the concept of the right of any community that shares a common cultural and language 

heritage, on self-determination within a territorial entity in the Republic or in any other 

way, as determined by national legislation. 

The above article specifically allows sovereign territorial self-determination.  There are still 

several other articles in the Constitution that also allow cultural self-determination, for example 

in section 30: 

Everyone has the right to use the language of their own choice and to participate in the 

cultural lifestyle of his own choice, but no person exercising these rights may do so in a 

manner that is incomprehensible with any provision of the Bill of Rights. 

Also article 31 mentions language and cultural self-determination 

(1) Persons belonging to a cultural, religious or linguistic community may not be denied 

the right to, join in with other members of that community in order to - 

(a) enjoying their culture, practicing their religion and using their language; or 

(b) form, maintain and join cultural, religious and language societies and other 

organasations of the civil society 

(2) The rights in subsection (1) may not be exercised in a manner incomprehensible with 

any provision of the Bill of Rights. 

Furthermore, article 29 makes it clear that everyone can receive training in his own language, 

and section 185 requires that the Commission for the Advancement and Protection of the Rights 

of Cultural, Religious and Linguistic Communities be established (which was formed, but that 

never contributed anything positively). 

Furthermore, on 23 April 1994 a Accord was signed between the following parties. 

1 the Freedom Front (represented by Gen. Constand Viljoen) 

2 the ANC (represented by Thabo Mbeki) 

3 the then NP government (represented by Roelf Meyer) 

This agreement deals specifically with the right to self-determination for the Afrikaner people. 

Following this agreement, the Volkstaat Council was established, which was dissolved in 1999 

after only a few reports were published, and the SA constitution had already been finalised 

some time ago.  



 

4.2 International Law 

The concept of self-determination is also contained in various international conventions that 

will briefly be discussed here. 

4.2.1 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

In international law, the right to self-determination is confirmed in Article 1 of the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights signed on 3 October 1994 by the South African 

government and subsequently reaffirmed and signed on 10 December 1998. The South African 

government is therefore legally committed to this agreement, the relevant part of which reads 

as follows: 

1. All peoples have the right of self-determination.  By virtue of that right they freely 

determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and 

cultural development. 

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and 

without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-

operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law.  In no 

case may a people be deprived of its own means of subsistence. 

3. The State Parties to the present Covenant, including those having responsibility for 

the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall promote the 

realization of the right of self-determination, and shall respect that right, in 

conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations. 

4.2.2 African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights 

The right to self-determination also forms part of the African Charter on Human and Peoples 

Rights, of which article 20 reads as follows: 

1. All peoples shall have the right to existence.  They shall have the unquestionable 

and inalienable right to self-determination.  They shall freely determine their 

political status and shall pursue their economic and social development according 

to the policy they have freely chosen. 

2. Colonized or oppressed peoples shall have the right to free themselves from the 

bonds of domination by resorting to any means recognized by the international 

community. 

3. All peoples shall have the right to the assistance of the State Parties to the present 

Charter in their liberation struggle against foreign domination, be it political, 

economic or cultural.  



 

4.2.3 Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of States 

The Montevideo Convention determines the definition, duties and responsibilities of states. 

Although the document was only signed by the USA, the convention only captured the accepted 

international practices in writing and is universally accepted.  In Article 1 of the Montevideo 

Convention, it is clearly outlined what requirements must be met for an independent state to 

establish (i.e. to csent down from an existing state) 

The State as a person of international law should possess the following qualifications: 

• a permanent population 

• a defined territory 

• a government 

• the capacity to enter into relations with other states 

4.3 Prerequisites for Self-determination 

From section 235 of the RSA Constitution it is stated that "any community that shares a 

common cultural and language heritage" has the right to self-determination within a territorial 

area, and this concept is also clearly consistent with international law.  Furthermore, an 

agreement between representatives of the ANC, the then NP government and the Freedom 

Front, was signed on 23 April 1994, that specifically the Afrikaner people had the right to self-

determination. 

Also, the principle of self-determination is clearly contained in several international 

conventions, which have also been signed by South Africa. These conventions spell out the 

requirements that an area needs to demand self-determination, and Capeland already meets all 

these requirements. 

There can therefore be no legal opposition to the declaration of independence by Capeland 

residents.  It is also clear that it is not illegal for any person or group of people within RSA to 

actively strive for self-determination, and that it is in fact a Constitutional right. 

 
Figure 11: Cape Town (www.citi.org.za)  



 

5 Economic Autonomy 

Capeland will be able to maintain economic autonomy after independence, as 

• Capeland's free market economy autonomously will be able to function; and 

• Capeland will be able to have a self-sustained fiscus (i.e. collect enough tax to cover 

government expenses). 

5.1 Autonomy of the Free Market Economy 

The autonomy of a country or region is to a large extent determined by the economic structure, 

viability and sustainability of that country or region.  This can be verified based on a wide range 

of indicators that measure aspects over a period of time or at a specific time. 

These indicators may include the following: 

• Geographical position (in which world region is the area located; is it bordered by other 

countries (so-called "land-locked"), or entirely or partially bordered by oceans) 

• Climatic conditions (average rainfall, seasonal temperatures, etc.) 

• Biodiversity 

• Natural resources (water resources, mineral resources, etc.) 

• Demographics (population, households, employment levels, etc.) 

• Social infrastructure (education and training, health, housing, etc.) 

• Socio-economic conditions [income levels, income distribution, gross domestic 

product (GDP) per head of the population, etc.] 

• Economic infrastructure (transport, water, energy and communication) 

• Economic development and conditions (GDP, economic growth, foreign trade, fixed 

investment, sectoral economic composition, sectoral production levels and sectoral 

contributions to GDP) 

For the purpose of this analysis it is assumed that the future independent Capeland will consist 

of the current provinces of Western and Northern Cape only. The western part of the Eastern 

Cape is ignored because it is a relatively small area, and because data for this area is not 

available separately. 

 
Figure 12: Current Western and Northern Cape provinces (Wikipedia)  



 

To place the Western Cape and Northern Cape in national perspective, a comparison is provided 

below from the two provinces on the one hand with South Africa as a whole, on the basis of a 

range of variables. 

 
Figure 13: Comparison of the Western and Northern Cape with the whole of South Africa 

5.1.1 The Western Cape Economy and Related Aspects 

In the socio-economic field, 48.2% of a total of 1 722 133 households in the Western Cape were 

part of the low-income category in 2014 with an income of up to R96 000 per annum; 33,8% 

of households were in the category of R96 001–R360 000 per annum, 15,5% in the category of 

R360 001–R1 200 000 per annum and 2,5% in the category of R1 200 001–R2 400 000 per 

annum. 

Over a period of 10 years from 2005 to 2014, the Western Cape economy showed real growth 

of about 3,4% per annum, with the average real regional GDP of the province in the order of 

R371,4 billion over this period. 

The sectoral composition of the Western Cape economy shows that the financial, property and 

business services sectors were the predominant sectors in 2005–2014, with an average share of 

25,9% in the province's GDP.  This can mainly be attributed to the presence of large long-term 

insurers, asset management companies and media groups based in the province.  The 

manufacturing sector had a 14.7% share in the province's economy in 2005–2014 followed by 

Veranderlike Periode Aanwyser Suid-Afrika

Data Data % van SA Data % van SA

Area 2014 km² 1,220,812 129,462 10.6 372,889 30.5

Bevolking 2014 Getal 54,058,647 6,096,454 11.3 1,174,899 2.2

Bevolkingsdigtheid 2014 Getal/km² 44 47 - 3 -

Arbeidsmag (15-64 jaar) 2015 Getal 21,211,000 2,951,000 13.9 420,000 2.0

Indiensneming 2015 Getal 16,018,000 2,380,000 14.9 312,000 1.9

Werkloosheid 2015 Getal 5,193,000 571,000 11.0 108,000 2.1

Werkloosheidskoers 2015 % 24.5 19.3 - 25.7 -

Huishoudings 2014 Getal 15,335,506 1,722,133 11.2 324,493 2.1

Gemiddelde huishoudelike inkome 2014 Rand 157,220 234,212 149.0 164,311 104.5

Huishoudings per inkomekategorie:

   R0 - R96 000 per jaar 2014 Getal 9,487,606 829,808 8.7 194584 2.1

   R96 001 - R360 000 per jaar 2014 Getal 4,043,970 581,664 14.4 96701 2.4

   R360 000 - R1 200 000 per jaar 2014 Getal 1,572,994 267,091 17.0 29516 1.9

   R1 200 001 - R2 400 000+ per jaar 2014 Getal 230,936 43,570 18.9 3692 1.6

Residensiële eiendomme 2016 Getal 6,300,000 1,108,800 17.6 170,100 2.7

Waarde van residensiële eiendomme 2016 R miljoen 4,400,000 1,108,800 25.2 57,200 1.3

Nuwe behuising voltooi1 1994-2015 Getal 1,203,522 303,345 25.2 14,441 1.2

Gemiddele residensiële huur 2015 Rand 5,898 6,509 110.4 7,498 127.1

BBP (nominaal) 2014 R miljoen 3,797,068 518,091 13.6 79,933 2.1

BBP (reëel)2
2014 R miljoen 3,009,283 414,147 13.8 66,343 2.2

Reële BBP groei 2014 % 1.5 1.9 - 2.8 -

BBP per capita (nominaal) 2014 Rand 70,240 84,982 121.0 68,034 96.9

BBP per capita (reëel)2
2014 Rand 55,667 67,932 122.0 56,467 101.4

Uitvoere 2014 R miljoen 962,976 109,333 11.4 13,372 1.4

Invoere 2014 R miljoen 1,083,383 236,181 21.8 3,546 0.3

Handelsbalans 2014 R miljoen -120,407 -126,848 - 9,826 -
1Privaatsektor gefinansier, uitgesluit staatsgesubsideerde HOP-behuising
2Konstante 2010 pryse

Bronne: BER, IHS, Lightstone, Stats SA, TPN

Wes-Kaap Noord-Kaap

Nasionale vergelyking

Suid-Afrika, Wes-Kaap en Noord-Kaap



 

the large and retail sectors with a 14.5% share and the transport sector with a 9.9% share over 

this period. 

In terms of foreign trade, the Western Cape exported goods to the value of R109,3 billion in 

2014, with food products representing about 40,6% (R44,4 billion) of these. A total of R236,2 

billion worth of goods were imported via the Western Cape in 2014, consisting mainly of 

mineral products (crude oil for refining purposes) with a value of R138,8 billion (58,8% of total 

imports). The importation of machinery and equipment amounted to approximately R19,6 

billion in 2014 (8,3% of the total), followed by textile imports to the value of R11,8 billion (5% 

of the total). 

The Western Cape has a well-established transport system and infrastructure, which promotes 

and supports economic activity, development and foreign trade. Three prominent ports 

contribute to this, namely Saldanha Bay on the West Coast, Cape Town in the peninsula and 

Mossel Bay on the Cape South Coast. The Saldanha Bay port is particularly attuned to the 

export of iron ore mined in the Northern Cape and transported by rail to port, handling a total 

of 71,8 million tonnes of cargo in 2015.  A steel plant which is a large producer and exporter 

of various steel products is also located near Saldanha. The Cape Town harbour handled cargo 

of 16,7 million tonnes in 2015 and the Mossel Bay harbour handled cargo of 2,5 million tons 

in the same year. The Cape Town port is the only port in the province that can handle cargo 

containers and a total of 888 976 containers [Twenty-Foot Equivalent Containers (TEU 

containers), which are also indicative of a ship's cargo carrying capacity] were handled in 2015. 

A total of 2520 ships entered the Cape Town harbour in 2015, followed by Mossel Bay with 

1050 ships and Saldanha Bay with 618 ships. 

Although the agricultural sector contributed only about 3,9% to the province's GDP in the 10-

year period of 2005–2014, there is still a strong focus on the grain, wine, fruit and vegetable 

industry, with some of these industries also linked to prominent export markets and thus 

contributing to income from foreign currency. The Western Cape also has significant fish 

resources, and prominent fish processing companies are located in the province.  Approximately 

75% of all commercial fishing in South Africa is done along the Western Cape coastline.  There 

are several smaller ports along the Western Cape coast focused on the fishing industry; thirteen 

of these ports will be upgraded over the next few years to promote productivity, employment 

and tourism. Food production and processing and fishery are therefore important agricultural 

related industries in the province that contribute to economic activity and job creation. 

 
Figure 14: Typical agricultural area in Cape Town (Wikipedia) 

 



 

The energy sector occupies a very important place in the Western Cape economy and is linked 

to extensive infrastructure. The Chevron oil refinery is located in Milnerton near Cape Town 

and has a refining capability of about 100 000 barrels of crude oil per day. – hence the high 

percentage (58,8%) of the total value of imports in respect of mineral products. It can be 

assumed that a large percentage of the processed petroleum products are distributed to other 

provinces in SA, which would significantly strengthen the provincial trade balance if it were to 

be counted as exports. At Mossel Bay in the Southern Cape, PetroSA's plant is located, 

processing gas into synthetic liquid fuels, with a production capacity of 45 000 barrels per day. 

In terms of electricity generation, the Western Cape has South Africa's only nuclear power 

plant, Koeberg, which is located 30 kilometres north of Cape Town and near Melkbosstrand on 

the West Coast.  This power plant has two generating units that can contribute a net 1 860 MW 

to the national network, with an average annual production of 13 668 GWh. 

Given the Western Cape's location, climate and biodiversity, various areas in the province are 

regarded as sought-after tourist destinations, contributing to additional economic activity and 

job creation. Foreign tourism is also a major source of income for the province. The majority 

of international tourists coming to South Africa visit the Western Cape, with Cape Town, the 

Garden Route and the wine routes being the most popular destinations. 

The Western Cape's economic activity and infrastructure has been spread and diversified across 

a broad front and various sectors, promoting and supporting job creation. Against this backdrop, 

the Western Cape also has the lowest unemployment rate (19,3% in 2015) of all the provinces. 

The above analysis is an indication that the Western Cape has already reached a significant 

level of economic autonomy and sustainability. 

5.1.2 The Northern Cape Economy and Related Aspects 

The Northern Cape is the largest province in South Africa.  It covers 30.5% of the total surface 

of the country, but has the lowest population number.  The Northern Cape was therefore the 

most sparsely populated area in SA in 2014 with an average of only 3 people per square 

kilometre. Economic activity in the province is mainly limited to the agricultural and mining 

sectors, with strong growth in the renewable energy sector. 

In terms of household income distribution, 60% of a total of 324 493 households were in the 

low income category of up to R96 000 per annum in 2014, followed by 29,8% of households 

in the category of R96 001–R360 000 per annum, 9,1% in the category of R360 001–R1 200 

000 per annum and only 1,1% in the category of R1 200 001–R2 400 000+ per annum. 

Between 2005 and 2014, the Northern Cape economy maintained an average real growth rate 

of 2,2% per annum, which was lower than the national average of 3% per annum over this 

period. The average level of real GDP in the Northern Cape was R60,6 billion per annum over 

the above-mentioned period of 10 years. 

The sectoral composition of the Northern Cape economy points to the importance of the mining 

sector, which averaged 23,2% of regional GDP in 2005–2014; this indicates the rich mineral 

resources in the province.  Iron ore, diamonds, manganese, copper, zinc, granite, limestone, 

lead, plaster and semi-precious stones are some of the major mining products produced in the 

province. A new zinc mine is planned between Springbok and Pofadder, which will promote 

employment in a province with an unemployment rate of more than 25%.  It will also result in 

a large amount of new housing to be built, which will further contribute to economic activity 

and job creation. 



 

The agricultural sector made a contribution of an average of 7,1% to Northern Cape GDP over 

the period 2005–2014 and is the second most important economic activity in the province.  

Although the Northern Cape is the driest province, two of South Africa's largest rivers, the 

Orange River and the Vaal River, flow through the province, and it is therefore vitally important 

for the thousands of hectares of agricultural land irrigated from these rivers and associated canal 

systems to grow vegetable and vineyard products.  Irrigation is also taking place from the Harts, 

Riet and Modder Rivers. 

In terms of foreign trade, exports from the Northern Cape amounted to about R13,4 billion in 

2014, consisting mainly of precious metals and gemstones (R7,2 billion), followed by other 

mineral products (R3,7 billion) and iron ore, limestone and cement (R3,5 billion).  Imports 

amounted to R3,5 billion in 2014, and it consisted mainly of machinery and equipment 

amounting to R1,4 billion and chemicals to a value of R853 million. 

Although the Northern Cape does not have a large port, further development of and expansion 

to the Port Nolloth port is planned to promote export. Currently, the iron ore mined in the 

province at Sishen and Kathu is transported by rail to Saldanha Bay on the Cape West Coast to 

be exported. 

 
Figure 15: Sishen to Saldanha rail (www.netwerk24.com) 

Tourism is also an important economic activity in the Northern Cape. Popular destinations are 

Kimberley, Upington, the Kalahari, the various national parks and the West Coast and 

Namaqualand areas of the province. Upington is also a popular stopover for travellers and 

tourists travelling to and from the national parks in the province and between South Africa and 

Namibia. 

In terms of renewable energy, the Northern Cape plays an extremely important role as several 

large solar installations have already been implemented. The second phase of a solar power 

project near De Aar was implemented shortly after the first phase of this project came into effect 

in August 2014. At the height of this solar project, jobs were provided to about 2000 people, 

with 90% coming from the local community. Currently, about 220 people work on the site, with 

120 responsible for the maintenance of the solar installation. These workers earn income that 

sustains a large number of dependents. Upon completion, this project will be able to provide 

power to 75 000 to 100 000 households. 

 



 

The Northern Cape is prominent in astronomy, with several telescopes and related installations 

at Sutherland serving to study galaxies. These facilities are major tourist attractions that 

therefore contributes to economic activity and employment. The Northern Cape is also home to 

the future SKA mega-project (Square Kilometre Array), which is located 75 kilometres 

northwest of Carnarvon. 

The Northern Cape is a sparsely populated and vast area predominantly dependent on 

agriculture and mining, where both these sectors are very sensitive to weather conditions and 

international commodity prices. The area is largely situated in a very dry climate, with the 

agricultural industry heavily dependent on the widespread and well-developed irrigation 

schemes developed over the years. 

Against the backdrop of the above analysis, the Northern Cape will find it relatively difficult to 

function economically independently without being linked to an adjacent economically stronger 

and more developed and diversified region. However, the Northern Cape economy 

complements that of the Western Cape, especially in terms of renewable energy and mining. 

Collectively, the two provinces can carry a strong and healthy economy. 

5.2 Autonomy of the Capeland Fiscus 

Capeland will only be able to function independently if sufficient taxes are collected in the area 

to cover the state's financial obligations. This seems to be easily feasible, as currently only about 

45% of the tax collected in Cape Town is returned to the respective Cape governments, while 

the national government appropriates the rest. 

As indicated in the above extract from the Division of Revenue Act 1 (9 February 2018), the 

national government claims almost two thirds (64,75%) of the total budget on: 

 
Figure 16: Division of the equal share  



 

Although a small portion of the national government's funds are given back directly to 

municipalities and provinces as conditional grants, the provinces' largest income is the so-called 

equitable share. This proportionment is currently as follows: 

 
Figure 17: Division of the equal share between provinces 

Capeland's total allocations from central government are as follows: 

Instrument Western Cape Northern Cape Total 

Equal share 47.5 12.5 60.0 

Conditional Allocations 12.8 4.1 16.9 

Grants to local governments 4.8 1.7 6.5 

Total 65.1 18.3 83.4 

In the 2016/2017 tax year, SARS collected approximately R1.144 billion in taxes, of which at 

least 16% were collected in the Western and Northern Cape (if previous years of average are 

taken). Capeland residents therefore pay more than R183 billion per year to SARS, but only 

receive about R83 billion of it back from the national government. The remaining R100 billion 

is taken by the central government. 

If Capeland can gain control of its own tax revenue, the funds available to the Capelanders’ 

governments will therefore be at least double that of the current allocations. It is therefore quite 

clear that the Government of Capeland will not only be able to collect sufficient taxes to cover 

its expenditure, but that the area will function much better after independence.  



 

5.3 Possibilities for Economic Growth in the Capeland 

The Capeland has excellent opportunities for strong economic growth if it acquires the power 

to introduce sound economic policy. 

It is important to realise that Capeland only has raw materials (other than agricultural products) 

in the Northern Cape to export, and that Capeland's economic growth, as in most other First 

World countries, should therefore be based on services, intellectual property and high-tech 

development and manufacturing. 

5.3.1 Digital Economy 

As discussed in section 6.5, the Western Cape is already directly connected to Europe, the 

Americas and Asia with fibre optic cables. Capeland is therefore in an excellent position to 

provide digital services to these areas as well as to the rest of the world. 

The Western Cape is already a very strong player in the global call centre market.  Furthermore, 

software development and web services are well established. Many other service sectors, such 

as financial services, media and training, also rely directly on good access to information and 

communications technology services. Capeland with its excellent internet connections can 

therefore become a growth point for the services economy in Southern Africa. 

After independence, the current legislation currently preventing growth in the services sector 

will be replaced, such as the laws prohibiting international electronic payment services (and 

consequently making direct payment from and abroad difficult).  This, together with a focus on 

technical education and investment in infrastructure (both data networks and power supply), 

can enable Capeland’s businesses to fully participate in the digital global economy. 

5.3.2 High-tech Development and Manufacturing 

Capeland is fast becoming the centre of high-tech design and manufacturing in Southern Africa.  

Examples of these are the following: 

• renewable energy (e.g. manufacturing of photovoltaic solar panels) 

• the space industry (the Western Cape already has 7 satellite manufacturers; one of the 

largest concentrations in the world) 

• electronics manufacturing (e.g. the manufacture of flat-screen televisions near Atlantis) 

• military equipment (e.g. the radar and radio system manufacturers in Stellenbosch)   

• the work of the Silicon Cape Initiative and the Cape Innovation and Technology 

Initiative 

Capeland has several universities and technikons that performs well in terms of technical 

advancement and have already established several high-tech businesses. For example, the 

Western Cape space industry is the direct result of the work done at Stellenbosch in the late 

1990s is in respect of the Sun-Sat satellite. Whole new industries can be created if this 

collaboration model is expanded to other fields. 

The existing high-tech industries must, as far as possible, be supported by the Capeland 

government, something that will only be possible if Capeland acquires greater control over its 

own fiscus. There currently are virtually no funds available for the Western Cape government 

to support innovation and development, mainly due to the small portion of the tax revenue 

received from the central government. 



 

5.3.3 Renewable Energy 

The Northern Cape will become one of the largest electricity producing areas in Africa.  The 

excellent level of solar radiation, low population density and proximity to the high voltage 

electricity distribution network make the area ideal for both photovoltaic and solar 

consentration generating installations. Renewable energy can become the main driver of job 

creation in the Northern Cape, transforming it from a relatively low-income area to a long-term 

sustainable, prosperous area.  

The energy can be exported not only to other regions in Cape Town, but also to the rest of 

southern Africa. It can therefore become an important source of foreign income for the Northern 

Cape.  

5.3.4 Scientific Research 

Capeland is extremely suitable for major international scientific projects.  Not only does 

Capeland have excellent technical skills, but development costs are also low and there is 

sufficient country available.  The Northern Cape especially leads in the field of astronomy, with 

the 10-metre SALT optical telescope and the enormous SKA radio telescope already under 

construction there. 

Capeland could easily become the preferred destination for placing the next generation of 

sensitive scientific instruments, as there are few areas in the world with the right combination 

of high technical skills, wide open areas and good internet and power connections. These 

scientific instruments are typically developed by global consortia, which in turn can inject 

billions into the Cape Country economy. 

5.3.5 Advanced Agriculture and Aquaculture 

As already mentioned, Capeland is a major net exporter of agricultural products.  These exports 

can be significantly increased by the application of advanced agricultural methods.  Especially 

in the field of aquaculture there are great opportunities. The cultivation of sought-after and 

expensive seafood, such as abalone  in aquaculture farms can make a significant contribution 

to the Cape Town economy.  



 

6 Autonomy of essential infrastructure and services 

As with the economy, Capeland will only be able to function autonomously if its essential 

infrastructure and services can also function independently to a large extent, which is indeed 

the case.  

6.1 Water  

Just as is the case with electricity, the SA national government has for years ignored the warning 

signs regarding our water supply. In 2014 it was already warned that 98% of SA's total water 

supply is being used, and that 37% of all water is lost through wastage. It was then estimated 

that up to R60 billion will be needed to avoid a nationwide water crisis, which is approximately 

equivalent to twenty times the Department of Water and Sanitation's (DWS) annual budget.  

Water supply for greater Cape Town and surrounds already functions independently of the rest 

of South Africa.  Most water in South Africa is supplied by local authorities and water boards, 

and none of the water boards' areas stretch across Capeland's borders. There are therefore also 

no significant water pipelines between the Cape and the rest of SA. 

 
Figure 18: Water board areas and water management areas (https://www.dwa.gov.za/io/wsimaps.aspx) 

The Western Cape, and especially the City of Cape Town, is currently suffering from severe 

drought.  It is unheard of that there has been such a severe drought for three consecutive years. 

However, the current Western Cape government has done everything in their power to address 

the water crisis.  However, the problem was caused by the national DWS, as they control the 

water allocations and licences at a national level. 

When Capeland becomes independent, private water suppliers would be appointed 

immediately. Various company, both from the Capeland and internationally, have already 

indicated that they will erect, manage and themselves fund desalination plants and solar power 



 

stations (to supply the plants of energy). The municipality will therefore only have to pay for 

the water produced, and not for the capital to erect the plants, nor for the operation and 

maintenance of the plants. The water tariffs offered by these companies would be approximately 

the same as the current tariffs paid by the municipalities. The only barrier that stops these offers 

from being accepted for a long time is the national DWS which bears responsibility for water 

supply.  

Furthermore, the waste water from Cape Town can be purified to supply agriculture, rather than 

it being pumped into the sea as is currently the case. This system of desalination for human 

consumption and then purification for agricultural use has, as example, for decades been key to 

the survival of Israel.    

6.2 Food Production 

Food supply, availability and affordability for all the people of an area is one of the most 

important commodities for any community or people; not only to survive, but so that both the 

individual and the people can develop to their full potential. The main foods for humans to be 

fully fed with all necessary minerals, vitamins, proteins and starches are basically the following: 

• meat and fish for protein 

• vegetables and fruits for minerals and vitamins 

• vegetables and cereals for starches 

Capeland can produce not only enough of these foods for its own use, but also for export to 

especially Western countries. However, the water issues must first be addressed, something that 

will clearly be done just after independence without the interference of the national DWS. 

6.2.1 Meat and Fish 

In terms of meat production, the Capeland area is currently the main producer of mutton and 

lamb meat for the whole of SA. Chicken farming in the Western Cape currently supplies the 

whole of the Cape of chicken meat and can therefore meet the full demand for chicken meat for 

the two provinces. There are also currently enough pork producers to supply in Capeland's 

demand for pork. 

The beef currently produced in Capeland is not sufficient for the area. However, it is only due 

to the fact that the largest feedlots are currently located in the northern parts of South Africa 

and Capeland does not have to compete with these industries. If the situation changes in such a 

way that the areas themselves need to provide sufficient beef, it is entirely possible to do so. 

Capeland has a total coastline of about 1350 km, with a large fishing industry. The Cape Town 

and surrounding coastal fishing industry currently exports substantial quantities of fish to the 

rest of the world and can therefore provide more than enough fish for local use and also continue 

exporting it. The establishment of both seawater and freshwater fish farms provides a very big 

business opportunity for a more autonomous Cape Country, which can expand the export 

opportunities of fish as well as deliver cheap proteins locally through cheaper supply of fresh 

fish. 

However, the national Department of Fisheries has been mismanaging the fish resources and 

licences for almost 15 years and in many cases fishing licences have been taken away from the 

traditional fishermen and given to friends and family of officials from the central government. 



 

These practices have hit Capeland's fish industry heavily and these resources will be able to be 

operated significantly better for the benefit of Capelanders after independence. 

6.2.2 Fruit and Vegetable Production 

The Western Cape is currently regarded as the vegetable basket of South Africa and the area 

can therefore continue without any problems in supplying vegetables to the whole of the 

Capeland, without any imports. Fruit is also currently exported in large quantities, and in 2015 

more than 50% of South Africa's fruit was exported from the Western Cape. To make Capeland 

more self-sufficient by making food affordable available to its people, vegetable production can 

be expanded even further by the establishment of kibbutz systems. It will simultaneously also 

help to address the poverty and unemployment problem among poor communities. 

6.2.3 Grain and Starch Crops 

Starch crops include maize, wheat, potatoes, beans and peas, among others. Large quantities of 

maize are currently being grown in the Northern Cape, but due to the much larger volume grown 

in the Free State, it is currently not deemed necessary to increase production in the Northern 

Cape.  However, maize production can be expanded without problems in the existing irrigation 

schemes of the Northern Cape as well as in certain areas of the Western Cape. Thereby the 

production will then be able to meet the demand for own use in Capeland. Currently maize from 

other parts of South Africa is distributed to Capeland. 

The Western Cape is currently the main producer of wheat for the whole of South Africa and 

the area will therefore be able to fully meet Capeland's own needs, as well as export to the rest 

of South Africa and even further into Africa. 

The current production of potatoes in the Western Cape is sufficient for use in Cape Town and 

close surroundings but will have to be expanded for expected higher consumption when the 

population increases. 

The cultivation of beans and peas has decreased drastically in the Western Cape due to its higher 

production in the northern parts of South Africa.  This can be corrected by simply starting to 

grow these products again in the Western Cape, which will be able to produce enough for the 

whole of the Capeland. It is therefore clear that Capeland will certainly be able to meet the food 

needs of the population, and even produce a surplus for exports to earn foreign currency. 

 

 
Figure 19: Agriculture in Capeland 



 

 

6.3 Electricity Supply 

In the current dispensation, Eskom has a total monopoly on the distribution of electricity, which 

means that Eskom also has the monopoly on the generation of electricity.  There is no free 

market competition or accountability. 

Unfortunately, through years of mismanagement and poor planning from 2007, Eskom has 

plunged the whole of South Africa into a power crisis. The South African government failed to 

implement its own power policy of 1998, leading directly to the crisis in 2007. The new coal-

fired power station near Ellisras is going to be at least ten years behind schedule versus the 

original in-operating order date of 2010. The power crisis reached a low point when cracks were 

found in the Majuba power station's coal silos, and since then load shedding has been a common 

phenomenon in South Africa. At the end of 2015, Eskom announced that the power crisis is a 

thing of the past, but it seems, upon closer investigation, to be almost exclusively due to reduced 

consumption due to the weakening South African economy and the contribution of independent 

power suppliers, and therefore not to increased generation output by Eskom. 

The economic impact of the power crisis cannot be underestimated. Various power-intensive 

industries have totally gone to the ground, such as aluminium smelters, while most other 

industries have suffered heavily under the power problem. Despite this, the government has 

failed to privatise the country's electricity market. While the Eskom funding shortfall in 2017 

amounted to approximately R78 billion, R4.2 billion rand was budgeted for annual bonuses and 

performance bonuses. In the 2016/2017 financial year, R900 million and R495 million were 

paid to McKinsey and Trillian respectively, two consulting companies that were appointed 

without any contracts. This mismanagement, amongst others, caused Eskom's credit rating to 

now be downgraded to junk status by international rating companies. 

Furthermore, Eskom's staff grew from 33000 in the 2007/08 financial year to 48000 in the 

2016/17 financial year, while at the same time power supply decreased nationally: 

 
Figure 20: Eskom power generation (Deloitte) 

 

  



 

In this same period (2008 – 2016), power tariffs more than doubled in real terms: 

 

 
Figure 21: Eskom tariff history (Deloitte) 

Eskom is now in a downward spiral where the much more expensive tariffs cause a reduction 

in energy consumption, which in turn causes a reduction in Eskom's revenue, thereby pushing 

the prices up further. Meanwhile, energy has lowered rates from photovoltaic solar power 

stations to about R0.45/kWh (Eur. 0.03/kWh) and the developers themselves finance the 

construction of the power stations.  Solar power is therefore already much cheaper than Eskom's 

tariffs (R0.68\/kWh in 2018). In the future, the difference between Eskom's tariffs and 

renewable tariffs will only increase exponentially, which will accelerate Eskom's downward 

spiral.  

Due to the threat of renewable energy Eskom has for several years refused to sign new 

agreements with independent renewable energy power producers (Independent Power 

Producers, IPPs). This despite the fact that the companies involved have already won the 

tenders. In 2018 however, it was decided to sign these IPP agreements, but a court order was 

obtained by NUMSA and Transform SA for the purpose of protecting coal workers in northern 

SA at the expense of new jobs in Cape Town. This interference especially costs the Northern 

Cape thousands of jobs and millions of rands in income and foreign investment.  

Most of these problems can be solved by privatising Eskom and establishing a free market 

system, as is the case in almost all Western countries. However, the national government is 

doing the exact opposite, and has been amending the Electricity Regulation Act of 2006 to 

remove private competition (the so-called Draft Licensing Exemption and Registration Notice) 

since 2016. The amendment requires all generation installations of more than 1MW to become 

subject to the national integrated resource plan (Integrated Resource Plan, IRP). In the IRP, the 

mix of generating types will be determined nationally and if, for example, the quota for solar 

power is met, no further solar installations will be allowed. This will apply to all installations 

greater than 1MW, even if the installation is for private use only and not connected to the Eskom 

network. 

Real electricity prices c/kWh 



 

Through these amendments, the national government will ensure that Eskom's monopoly is so 

well protected that no privatisation of the South African energy market will be able to take 

place. It is therefore clear that Capeland will be significantly better off if it controls its power 

grid itself. 

Capeland's network scale generation installations consisted of the following by 2017 the 

Koeberg Nuclear Power Station, which delivers approximately 1860 MW, and the hydro-

electric systems in the Northern Cape, delivering 250MW. Wind and photovoltaic excitation 

installations can deliver 670 MW in the Western Cape and about 1430 MW in the Northern 

Cape. Solar concentrators in the Northern Cape produce 750MW, and are mostly equipped with 

heat storage capacity to also deliver power if direct sun energy is unavailable. Furthermore, 

another 2250 MW is available from the open cycle gas turbines at Anchor Light, Gourikwa and 

Acacia plus 580 MW from the Palmiet and Steenbras pump storage schemes in the Western 

Cape, for use during peak times. 

 
Figure 22: Generation installations for renewable energy and Eskom network in 2015 (Eskom) 

In total, the Cape therefore has the following power generation capacity: 

• Base load 2100 MW (nuclear and hydro-electricity) 

• Peak generation 3335 MW (pump storage systems, solar concentrators and gas turbines) 

• Varying volumes of renewable energy ± 2100 MW (photovoltaic cells and wind) 

Capeland's current power consumption is estimated at 3000–3500 MW annual average, with 

peak demand of 5100 MW.  The above generating capacity means that Capeland can therefore 

already meet its own average electricity needs by 2020-2021, although the time calculation of 

the power consumption and the fluctuating volume of renewable generation must also be taken 

into account. 

  



 

Eskom already expects Capeland to develop into a net exporter of power to the rest of South 

Africa within the next five years. Furthermore, it is expected that Capeland will be the dominant 

energy producing region in Southern Africa by 2040 thanks to the excellent solar radiation 

resource. 

 
Figure 23: Energy generation in 2015 -  2040 (http://www.ee.co.za) 

An accelerated programme for building further solar concentrators with heat storage capacity 

as well as local energy storage capacity for smaller towns will be able to make Capeland 

completely self-sufficient in terms of its electricity needs in only a few years. It has already 

been proven globally that such programmes do not have to be funded by the taxpayer, as most 

major power station operators themselves provide the capital. 

The Cape Government should also encourage people to generate, store and use local energy 

(both electricity and heat). This is the most cost-effective way to utilise solar energy as there 

are no transmission losses and the heat from the sun can be used directly without major 

conversion losses. 

It will not be necessary to disconnect the Cape grid from the rest of South Africa, and it will in 

fact be beneficial to keep the connections. The main reason being that Capeland will become 

such a big net producer of energy, the power sold to the rest of South Africa and further into 

Africa will be a valuable source of income.  

The central government is also putting a lot of pressure on Eskom to build various new nuclear 

power plants. This in a timeframe where it has already been proven that renewable energy is 

cheaper and can be built at a significantly lower capital cost than nuclear power. The cost of 

the new nuclear power plants will burden South Africa with debt that she will never be able to 

repay and is therefore something that Capeland should not be involved with. 

  



 

6.4 Fuel 

The availability of petrol and diesel is of the utmost importance to any country, and no country 

can develop if there is not sufficient and affordable fuel (and by-products thereof) available. 

SA currently has three sources for the supply of fuel: 

• Importation of crude oil 

• PetroSA's manufacturing of gasoline from natural gas 

• Sasol's manufacturing of petrol from coal 

For the processing of crude oil there are currently oil refineries in Milnerton, Cape Town and 

in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal. The existing refinery in Cape Town can continue processing crude 

oil to petrol, diesel and all the various other by-products that are also important for a standalone 

area, such as bitumen and various plastic and chemical products. Nitrogen is also an important 

by-product used in agriculture for fertilizer. Chevron sold the Milnerton refinery to Sinopec, a 

Chinese state company, in 2017. It is uncertain what their plans are and if the refinery closes it 

will have to be replaced by new import and storage facilities. The Sinopec deal is subject to a 

large investment in black entrepreneurs, which excludes virtually the entire population of Cape 

Town and it’s immediate surrounds.  

 
Figure 24: Milnerton refinery (www.iol.co.za) 

PetroSA is currently processing natural gas to petrol, diesel, industrial alcohol and all the above 

by-products.  The expansion of the gas fields at Mossel Bay, where PetroSA's refinery is, has 

recently cost R9 billion for the drilling of three new holes. The development of further gas fields 

will soon take place on the West Coast, south of Alexander Bay. It is estimated that the yield 

of gas on the West Coast will be higher than the existing delivery at Mossel Bay on the 

Southeast Coast. 

It is therefore clear that the existing petroleum infrastructure and natural gas reserves are more 

than sufficient to meet the demand in the Cape and its immediate surroundings. The region will 

therefore have the ability to be self-sufficent in terms of fuel and its by-products. 

  



 

6.5 Communication Networks 

The Western Cape is the main junction point for the undersea optical fibre cables from Europe, 

America and the Indian subcontinent. The following cables land near Cape Town: 

• the South Atlantic Express (SAEx) from VSA (Yzerfontein) 

• the West African Cable System (WACS) from Portugal and Engeland (Yzerfontein) 

• the SAT-3 from Portugal (Melkbosstrand) 

• the Africa Coast to Europe (ACE) from Portugal and Frankryk (Cape Town) 

• the South Africa Far East (SAFE) from Sri Lanka and Maleisië (Melkbosstrand) 

 
Figure 25: Global Undersea Optical Fiber Cables (www.submarinecablemap.com) 

Capeland therefore has excellent internet connections directly to the rest of the world, which 

will in no way be affected by independence. In fact, Capeland will remain in an excellent 

position to provide high-speed digital services to the rest of SA and Southern Africa. 

6.6 Roads and Transport 

The vast majority of roads in Cape Provincial area are already under provincial control, with 

the exception of the national roads network. 

6.6.1 National Routes 

The National Road system is a network of roads between all major population centres in South 

Africa.  The system was largely built in the 1970s with roadworks still ongoing to this day. The 

system is based on the American Interstate Highway system established by President Dwight 

D. Eisenhower during the 1950s, which in turn is based on the German Autobahn that 

Eisenhower was introduced to when he traveled through Germany after World War II. 

 



 

 
Figure 26: National Road Network (Wikipedia) 

The national routes are managed by SANRAL. In recent years SANRAL has actively attempted 

to transform national routes into toll routes, thereby increasing their revenue. The reasons for 

this are unclear, as these routes never before required tolls for maintenance and upgrading. This 

may be explained by the large-scale mismanagement that is also starting to come to light at 

SANRAL and debacle around the e-toll system. 

It is not seen as a major challenge to place the national routes in the Cape Area under Capeland’s 

control. The national routes make up a very small percentage of the area's total existing road 

network length. It should also be pointed out that SANRAL has only about 200 staff members 

in total, and that SANRAL's activities have already been divided according to provinces. 

Substantial savings will be made when maintenance of national routes in Cape Town is  

managed directly by the Capeland government. 

6.6.2 Airports 

The Cape Town International Airport is the second largest airport in South Africa and the 3rd 

largest in Africa. In 2016, 10 million passengers were served by the airport.  The airport belongs 

to the national Airports Company of South Africa (ACSA). 

Currently the following international destinations are served by direct flights from Cape Town 

International: 

• Britain 

• Switzerland 

• Netherlands 

• United Arab Emirates (with connections to the rest of the world) 

• Qatar (with connections to the rest of the world) 

• Singapore 



 

• Turkey 

• Namibia 

• Botswana 

• Mauritius 

• Angola 

Although this list covers similar world regions as also served by Johannesburg, it is reasonable 

to expect significantly more international flights to be introduced to Cape Town when Capeland 

becomes independent and therefore increases its economical growth. 

Cape Town International Airport will remain, in the interim, the main airport for both 

passengers and freight.  If necessary, the Ysterplaat Air Force Base can also be used for 

handling short-haul flights (an option that has long been considered), and Cape Town 

International will then mainly handle intercontinental flights. 

 
Figure 27: Departure room of Cape Town International airport (ACSA) 

The Upington International Airport features one of the longest runways (4.8 km) in the world 

and has even served as an emergency landing strip for NASA's space shuttles. It is currently 

used to export hundreds of thousands of tons of grapes to Europe in the southern summer 

months. Also, several European manufacturers (for example BMW and Mercedes-Benz) test 

their vehicles in Upington in the hot summertimes, and the vehicles and test teams are flown in 

directly from Europe. The Upington Airport therefore has the potential to develop into an 

important air cargo node in the future. 

There are still several other airports that can be used for both short and long haul flights, 

including: 

• George 

• Overberg Airforce Base 

• Langebaan Airforce Base 

Air transport will therefore by no means be affected if the area obtains self-determination.   



 

6.6.3 Harbours 

Capeland has three of the current eight South African commercial ports, namely Cape Town 

(Table Bay), Saldanha and Mossel Bay. These ports can now and in the foreseeable future meet 

the import and export needs of an independent Cape.  

 
Figure 28: Main ports of current South Africa 

Thanks to the natural port of Table Bay, Cape Town has been known as the 'Inn by the Sea' for 

centuries and has been in use since 1652, when Jan van Riebeeck set foot in Table Bay.  

Table Bay harbour with its total water area of 112,7 hectares serves the Western Cape in 

particular, specialising in the export of local produce.  The largest pre-cooling facility in South 

Africa handles the country's exports of soft fruit.  In addition, amenities such as drying docks 

(the Sturrock drying dock is available most largest in the southern hemisphere with dimensions 

of 360 x 47.5 x 13.7 meters) and drifting docks. Since the seventies, the port also features a 

deep sea container end point with five terminals. 



 

 
Figure 29: Table Bay Harbour 

Due to its position on one of the world's busiest trade routes, it is one of the bustling ports in 

the country, and besides the Durban port, it is the largest container port. It also has large repair 

and maintenance facilities used by numerous large fishing rafts and part of West Africa's oil 

industry. Thanks to numerous tourist attractions in the harbour and surrounds, many passenger 

ships also use this destination. 

Table Bay harbor serves more than 2500 ships of all types.  The port handles close to 900,000 

Twenty-Foot Equivalent Containers (TEU containers) annually and was recently upgraded to 

be able to handle 1.4 million TEU containers. Cape Town's port will remain the most important 

import and export port for the area, and it has sufficient capacity for the foreseeable future. 

Saldanha is the largest and deepest natural port in the southern hemisphere. Currently, it is 

mainly used for exporting minerals. There are two docks specifically for exporting iron ore 

from the Sishen mine. Furthermore, there is a multipurpose dock used for cargo to and from the 

Saldanha steel plant, as well as a dock for tankers transporting fuel to and from the West Coast 

strategic oil store (which is currently being upgraded at a cost of R9 billion). With proximity to 

the Langeberg Air Force Base and good rail and road transport connections, the Saldanha port 

could be developed into a second import and export node in the future. 

The Mossel Bay harbour is too small to accommodate container cargo ships and it is mostly 

used for fishing purposes.  It is also in service of the Mossgas platform. However, the port has 

two docking stations in the bay where large ships can be anchored. One of the docking stations 

features a tank terminal where petroleum can be loaded or unloaded.  



 

7 Conclusion 

Many other positive aspects of the Cape Country were not discussed in this document. These 

include that the University of Stellenbosch, University of the Western Cape and University of 

Cape Town (Rhodes University) were among the very best in the world. So does the Groote 

Schuur Hospital, with its various achievements, its tourism industry, financial impact, nature 

conservation areas and much more.  

Even without touching these aspects, there should be little doubt that independence is viable, 

achievable and increasingly essential. Also, it should be clear that the benefits of independence 

will be far greater than any potential adverse impact. 

The real question is therefore:  

When will Capland residents take their future into their own hands?  

Join the team now that's going to change our future:  

www.ulacongress.com 

 

http://www.ulacongress.com/

